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	Personal Brief Introduction
	Dr. Phillips is the global codes and standards manager for DuPont Photovoltaic and Advanced Materials, and holds a doctorate degree in Chemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She leads numerous IEC projects developing standards, including IEC 61730-1 (PV module safety), and others related to durability of PV polymeric components.  She is involved in research projects related to PV frontsheet and backsheet testing and reliability characterization. 
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	Speech Title
	Backsheet Testing in IEC Standards and the Role of Extended Testing of PV Polymeric Components


	Abstract/ Brief Introduction of the Speech
	Backsheet field failures have been observed in modules which have passed IEC qualification testing in IEC 61215 and IEC 61730.  This gap is being addressed in the development of a number of new and developing IEC standards.  A new edition of IEC 61730 will require qualification of polymeric backsheets according to IEC 62788-2-1.  As the basic qualification tests are not intended to identify long term reliability, extended testing beyond the qualification standards is identified in IEC 63209, Part 1 for modules and Part 2 for polymeric components.  Testing for modules and materials intended for use in high temperature applications is specified in IEC 63126. A new characterization method pioneered by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, targeting backsheet cracking, is included in a second edition of IEC 62788-2, the frontsheet/backsheet characterization standard.  The relationship between these standards will be reviewed, as well as new tests methods in development.
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